WHAT IS A PLUSH LOP?

The first attempts of developing what we now know as a Canadian Plush Lop (CLP) started locally in 1998 by

Helga Vierich-Drever &  

Brenda Wheeler. 

The goal was to produce a small lop-eared bunny with the soft plush  hypoallergenic qualities of the rex coat.  As well as the calm loving & playful qualities of the Mini Rex and the friendly and curious character of the Holland Lop. 

This wasn’t as easy as originally thought. The 2 breeds did not find each other compatible and many attempts and crosses had to be made. 

Through many years of select breeding and choosing only very special offspring to continue the project we have what we now call the Canadian Plush Lop. 

The final outcome has surprised the original breeders,  crossing the 2 very different breeds did not just add floppy ears to a rex coated rabbit, the entire body type has changed, the personalities and       temperaments are like no other rabbit breed.

There are however other breeders around the world also attempting the crossing of a lop & rex rabbit, and as far as we are aware, no crossings to date have produce any rabbits similar to our own Canadian Plush Lops. 

Canadian Plush Lops: breed characteristics:
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lopped with a crown
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wedge-shaped head
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large hind legs, wide feet
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rexed coat with curls
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bounding movement
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arched back
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WHAT MAKES A PLUSH LOP SO UNIQUE?

Most rabbits as we know them are calm relaxed yet slightly timid animals, always aware of their surroundings and no matter how domesticated they are, have the fear of being hunted.  Plush Lops in fact are quite the opposite. They have a very high energy drive, enjoy playing all day long, and are extremely curious with a very low sense of fear. They seem to have lost the “flight instinct” as most rabbits have, and instead have replaced it with a very bold & fearless one.  Another very unique characteristic of the CPL is the Curly coat. Unlike a typical rex coat with is smooth, the CPL’s coat develops in many different stages, including curls like a lamb.
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 HOW CAN YOU ADD A  

CPL TO  YOUR FAMILY?
Currently the club members are doing very selective breeding to ensure the quality of this breed. Because of the strict selection process there are always young CPL’s that don’t fit the criteria of the breeding program. In this case they may be put up for pet adoption’s. The adoption of the new and unique rabbit will include an adoption fee as well as a signed contract guaranteeing the spay or neuter of the rabbit. We will also want to stay in contact with you to check on the status of the rabbit as it matures and grows with its new family.

 If you are interested in having one of these rare and unique bunnies for you own, please contact the CPLC at: canadianplushlops@yahoo.ca
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